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POLS 2310: Introduction to Politics 
CRN: 18676 

 

University of Texas at El Paso 

[Online Course] 

Fall, 2020 

 

 

Instructor: Jared Chumsae, M.A.  

Department of Political Science 

Email: jpchumsae@utep.edu  

Office: Google Meet Schedule an appointment 

Office Hours: Tues, Wed 9am-5pm 

 

 

I. Course Overview 

 

This course is designed to survey the discipline of political science and explore the 

following subfields: Political Theory/Philosophy, Comparative Politics, International 

Relations, Political Economy, and Public Policy. The course is intended to offer political 

science majors & minors a survey of the field as an academic discipline. This course also 

seeks to impart essential political knowledge to non-majors in order to stimulate a general 

curiosity for the ways in which politics governs our daily lives. Critical thinking and the 

application of political knowledge to current and historical events are essential in order to 

fulfill course requirements. 

 

Optional textbook:  

Cobb, Whitman. N. W. (2020). Political Science Today. [VitalSource Bookshelf] .ISBN: 

9781544336442 Retrieved: https://bookshelf.vitalsource.com/#/books/9781544358314/  

 

II. Learning Outcomes 

 

The instructor, TA(s) and students will all work together to ensure that each student can: 

 

1. define and describe key terms and political processes. 

2. differentiate between competing political theories and economic worldviews. 

3. distinguish between empirical and normative statements. 

4. trace major historical events that have shaped the political world we live in today. 

5. understand and apply the scientific method within a political context. 

6. apply course knowledge to real world events. 

 

 

 

mailto:jpchumsae@utep.edu
https://calendly.com/jchumsae/office-hours
https://bookshelf.vitalsource.com/#/books/9781544358314/
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III. Important Fall, 2020 Dates 

 

Date:  

Aug 24th Classes Begin 

Sept 9th  Last Day to register for classes & send payment 

Oct 30th  Fall Drop/Withdrawal Deadline 

Note: Student-initiated drops are permitted after this date but the student is not 

guaranteed a grade of W. The faculty member of record will issue a grade of either W 

or F. 

July 31st  Fall - Last day of classes 

Dec 7 - 11th    Fall - Final Exams 

Dec 17th Grades are posted to student records (online) 

 

 

IV. Course Requirements / Evaluation 

 

Attending Lectures and Discussions:  
 

• Live lectures will take place every Monday from 10am – 11:30am in 
Microsoft Teams 

• Live Q&A + Class Discussion every other Thursday from 10am – 11:30am in 
Microsoft Teams 

• All of the above live sessions will be recorded and posted to Teams for those 
who can’t attend the live session or would like to review 

 

 

Bi-Weekly Quizzes: Every other Wednesday before midnight, you will submit a 5 

question multiple-choice quiz on the topics covered in the live lectures in order to assess 

your general understanding of the material. Each question will be worth two points (10 

points total per quiz), 1 point for attempting the question and 1 point for selecting the 

correct answer. 

• Weekly quizzes will be administered through Microsoft Forms TM (no download 

or purchase necessary). Links to each quiz with be posted to Microsoft Teams 

under the “Quizzes” tab by the instructor at midnight of every Tuesday before the 

quiz is due. You will have exactly 24 hours to complete and submit the online 

quiz. Please plan on having stable access to wifi and a working laptop, tablet or 

smart phone in order to complete the quizzes. If you have technical problems or 

cannot find access to the above, please send me an email so that I can email you a 

word document version of the quiz. 

 

Discussion Posts: At the beginning of every other week, you will be asked to respond to a 

series of questions based on the supplemental material assigned in the previous week. 

This will assess your critical thinking and political analysis. Discussion posts should be 

submitted before Wednesday by 11:59pm and submitted to Microsoft Teams under the 

“Discussion Board” tab. You will also be required to reply to at least one other student’s 

discussion post before Thursday’s discussion. 
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This link provides an illustration of our alternating weekly schedule for discussion post 

and quiz due dates.  

 

Research Assignments: Three research assignments will be assigned for students to 

complete over the course of the semester. Together, these assignments account for 50% 

of the student’s overall grade in the course. Detailed instructions for each assignment will 

be posted on Teams under the “Assignments” tab along with the link to submit. 

 

Grade Weight: 

Quizzes (7 total) = 20% 

Discussion Posts (8 total) = 30% 

Ideological Compass Assignment = 10% 

Current Event Assignment = 15% 

Utopia Assignment = 25% 

*10 points will be deducted for late submissions. 

 

Grading Scale: 

“A” = 89.5 – 100 

“B” = 79.5 – 89.49 

“C” = 69.5 – 79.49 

“D” = 59.5 – 69.49 

“F” = 59.49 or below 

* No additional rounding or curves are offered. 

 

“I” = Incomplete (See current university catalog) 

“W” = Withdrawn/Drop (See current university catalog) 

 

Grading will follow current UTEP catalog standards. The assignment of letter grades to 

numerical or percentage scores is determined by the individual instructor. 

 

Grade Disputes: Grade disputes will not be handled over email. If you believe you 

received an unfair grade or if you believe the grader made a mistake and you would like 

to dispute your grade, please send an email that briefly addresses the exact assignment 

you wish to dispute and why you believe you received an improper grade. Grade disputes 

must be sent within 48 hours of having received the grade in order to be considered. We 

will arrange a time for us to meet one-on-one to discuss the grade in question. Note: final 

grades cannot be disputed. You can only dispute a specific assignment(s) and you must 

present sufficient justification explaining why the grade should be changed. 

 

Extra Credit Opportunities (limit one submission per student): Pick one of the options 

below. Submissions should be at least one page, double-spaced, times new roman, 12 

point font, and 1 inch margins. 

 

https://www.canva.com/design/DAEEuJegIJ4/xjvjG-bG1BVw0_Lenp16rA/view?utm_content=DAEEuJegIJ4&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink
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Option 1 – Attend one virtual political event (i.e. city council meeting, local community 

meeting, protest, campaign rally, school board meeting etc.) and write a one-page 

description of the event, including:  

1) who was hosting the event,  

2) how many people were attending (approx.),  

3) what was the purpose of the event, and/or what was discussed. 

Submissions must be uploaded to Black Board by 11:59pm on Friday, Dec 4th. 

Successful completion of this assignment will result in 1 - 3 percentage points added to 

the student's final grade (only one extra credit assignment submission will be accepted 

per student). In order to receive full credit for this assignment all of the above criteria 

must be met. 

 

Option 2 – Throughout the course, additional material will be posted for you to read / 

watch. Select one of the additional materials (choose the topic that most interests you) 

and write a brief one-page summary describing, 

1) the title of the video/article/excerpt you read 

2) what was discussed in the chapter 

3) and what is your opinion/analysis of the chapter/ excerpt 

Submissions must be uploaded to Black Board by 11:59pm on Friday, Dec 4th. 

Successful completion of this assignment will result in 1 - 3 percentage points added to 

the student's final grade (only one extra credit assignment submission will be accepted 

per student). In order to receive full credit for this assignment all of the above criteria 

must be met. 

 

 

V. Online Course Conduct / Expectations 

 

1) Students are expected to complete the assigned reading before each Thursday 

discussion. 

2) Questions for clarification may be sent to my email address or addressed during 

my virtual office hours (by appointment). 

3) Distributing recorded lectures or lecture material is not permitted unless the 

student has specific, need-based approval from the Center for Accommodation 

and Support Services (CASS). 

4) There is a zero-tolerance policy for any verbal or physical threats (even in a 

virtual classroom), including harassment and hate speech. 

 

Overall, please be respectful of the instructor and your fellow classmates. If students are 

found in violation of the course conduct, they may be dropped from the course. 

 

Tips for success: 

1) complete the assigned reading every day (see section VIII of this syllabus);  

2) review the lecture slides before taking each quiz; 

3) take notes on the textbook / lecture slides only when necessary to help you map 

out information; 
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4) follow current political developments around the world in the media. Suggested 

periodicals include the New York Times, BBC, Washington Post, or Al Jazeera. If 

you have knowledge of one or more foreign languages, you are encouraged to 

read international newspapers on the internet. 

 

Academic Honesty: 

Students are required to follow the UTEP code of academic integrity. Each student’s 

work must be their own. Collaboration is only permitted during group-based assignments. 

Students found in violation of the code will face disciplinary action. For more 

information on UTEP’s code of academic integrity please see the following link: 

https://www.utep.edu/student-affairs/osccr/student-conduct/academic-integrity.html 

 

 

VI. Access & Resource Statement 

 

Any student who needs specific academic accommodations (including but not limited to: 

extended time for tests or assignments, a note-taker, special seating arrangements, etc.) 

should contact the Center for Accommodation and Support Services (CASS) found on 

the first floor of Union East (Room 106) as soon as possible. Accommodations will be 

made for students by the instructor/TA in accordance to the specific guidelines provided 

by the CASS office. It is the job of the instructor to ensure that all students be given an 

equal opportunity to succeed in the course. Please click on the following link to learn 

more and/or to contact the CASS office: https://www.utep.edu/student-affairs/cass/ 

 

 

VII: UTEP EDGE Statement 
 
UTEP Edge is UTEP’s philosophy that acknowledges the many assets our students 
bring to the University. We provide a variety of high-impact experiences both in and 
out of the classroom through the work of our faculty, staff, alumni and community 
partners that build on these assets and talents. Many of the assignments and 
discussions in this class will further develop the talents you bring to this class such 
as developing your communication skills, teamwork, critical thinking and problem 
solving. 
 
 
 
 

VIII. Detailed Course Schedule  
 
Office Hours: Every Tuesday & Wednesday 9am – 5pm  
Schedule an appointment here 
 

 

 

https://www.utep.edu/student-affairs/osccr/student-conduct/academic-integrity.html
https://www.utep.edu/student-affairs/cass/
https://calendly.com/jchumsae/office-hours
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Weeks 1 & 2: Foundations 
Readings: 

 

“Chapter 1 Thinking Scientifically” (p. 3 – 13) taken from “The Elements of Social 
Scientific Thinking” by Hoover & Donovan 
+  
“Chapter 11 Studying Politics Scientifically” (p. 86 - 93) taken from Politics: A Very 
Short Introduction by Kenneth Minogue 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Weeks 3 & 4: Political Theory & Ideology 

 
Readings: 

 

Section 2 taken from “Modern Social Contract Theory Hobbes, Locke & Rousseau” 
retrieved from the Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy: https://iep.utm.edu/soc-
cont/#H2 
 

Note: Live Lecture Moved to Tuesday Due to Labor Day 

Mon. 
Aug 24th

Preparation:  Find stable internet, computer for live lectures

Live Session: Intro Lecture @ 10am in Teams

Topics: Introduction, Syllabus & Tech Overview

Wed. Aug 
26th

Preparation:  Review Week's Readings

Assignments: Submit Discussion Post on Teams by midnight

Thurs. 
Aug 27th

Preparation:  Review Week's Readings

Live Session:  Q&A + Discussion on assigned readings @ 10am in Teams

Topics: The Scientific Method

Mon. 
Aug 31st

Preparation:  Find stable internet, computer for live lecture

Live Session: Lecture @ 10am in Teams

Topics: Quantitative vs. Qualitative Methods

Wed. 
Sept 2nd

Preparation:  Review Week 1 & 2 Lecture Recordings

Assignments: Submit Week 1-2 Quiz on Teams by midnight

https://iep.utm.edu/soc-cont/#H2
https://iep.utm.edu/soc-cont/#H2
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Weeks 5 & 6: Political Behavior 
Readings: 

 

“Chapter 15 What Killed Civic Engagement? Summing Up” (p. 301 – 309) taken from 
Bowling Alone by Robert Putnam 
+ 
On Manufacturing Consent http://www.openculture.com/2017/03/an-animated-
introduction-to-noam-chomskys-manufacturing-consent.html 
 

 

Tues. 
Sept 8th

Preparation:  Find stable internet, computer for live lectures

Live Session: Intro Lecture @ 10am in Teams

Topics: Ideology

Wed. 
Sept. 9th

Preparation:  Review Week's Readings

Assignments: Submit Discussion Post on Teams by midnight

Thurs. 
Sept 10th

Preparation:  Review Week's Readings

Live Session:  Q&A + Discussion on assigned readings @ 10am in Teams

Topics: Ideology

Mon. 
Sept 14th

Preparation:  Find stable internet, computer for live lecture

Live Session: Lecture @ 10am in Teams

Topics: Ideology

Wed. 
Sept 16th

Preparation:  Review Week 3 & 4 Lecture Recordings

Assignments: Submit Week 3-4 Quiz on Teams by midnight

Mon. 
Sept 21st

Preparation:  Find stable internet, computer for live lectures

Live Session: Intro Lecture @ 10am in Teams

Topics: Political Behavior

Wed. 
Sept 23rd

Preparation:  Review Week's Readings

Assignments: Submit Discussion Post on Teams by midnight

Thurs. 
Sept 24th

Preparation:  Review Week's Readings

Live Session:  Q&A + Discussion on assigned readings @ 10am in Teams

Topics: Political Behavior

http://www.openculture.com/2017/03/an-animated-introduction-to-noam-chomskys-manufacturing-consent.html
http://www.openculture.com/2017/03/an-animated-introduction-to-noam-chomskys-manufacturing-consent.html
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Weeks 7 & 8: Comparative Politics 
Readings: 

 

“Chapter 4 The Origins of the Modern State” (p.89 – 100) taken from Principles of 
Comparative Politics by Clark et. al. 3rd edition 
+ 
“Chapter 6: The Vision of  Nonviolent Society” taken from Gandhi: A Very Short 
Introduction by Bhikhu Parekh 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Mon. 
Sept 28th

Preparation:  Find stable internet, computer for live lecture

Live Session: Lecture @ 10am in Teams

Topics: Political Behavior

Wed. 
Sept 30th

Preparation:  Review Week 5 & 6 Lecture Recordings

Assignments: Submit Week 5-6 Quiz on Teams by midnight

Mon. 
Oct 5th

Preparation:  Find stable internet, computer for live lectures

Live Session: Intro Lecture @ 10am in Teams

Topics: Comparative Political Systems

Wed. Oct 
7th

Preparation:  Review Week's Readings

Assignments: Submit Discussion Post on Teams by midnight

Thurs. 
Oct 8th

Preparation:  Review Week's Readings

Live Session:  Q&A + Discussion on assigned readings @ 10am in Teams

Topics: Comparative Political Systems

Mon. 
Oct 12th

Preparation:  Find stable internet, computer for live lecture

Live Session: Lecture @ 10am in Teams

Topics: Comparative Political Systems

Wed. Oct 
14th

Preparation:  Review Week 7 & 8 Lecture Recordings

Assignments: Submit Week 7-8 Quiz on Teams by midnight
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Weeks 9 & 10: International Relations 
Readings: 

 

“Chapter 21 Baselandia” & “Chapter 22 The War of Points” (p. 355 – 390) taken from 
How to Hide an Empire by Daniel Immerwahr  
 

 
 

 
 

 

Weeks 11 & 12: International Political Economy 
 

Readings: 

 

“Chapter 1 Falling Behind and Falling Apart: The Bottom Billion” (p. 4 – 13) taken 
from The Bottom Billion by Paul Collier  
+  
“Franz Fanon: 1925 – 1961” (p. 824 – 832) taken from The Broadview Anthology of 
Social and Political Thought edited by Bailey et. al.  
 

Mon. 
Oct 19th

Preparation:  Find stable internet, computer for live lectures

Live Session: Intro Lecture @ 10am in Teams

Topics: International Relations

Wed. Oct 
21st

Preparation:  Review Week's Readings

Assignments: Submit Discussion Post on Teams by midnight

Thurs. 
Oct 22nd

Preparation:  Review Week's Readings

Live Session:  Q&A + Discussion on assigned readings @ 10am in Teams

Topics: International Relations

Mon. 
Oct 26th

Preparation:  Find stable internet, computer for live lecture

Live Session: Lecture @ 10am in Teams

Topics: International Relations

Wed. Oct 
28th

Preparation:  Review Week 9 & 10 Lecture Recordings

Assignments: Submit Week 9-10 Quiz on Teams by midnight
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Weeks 13 & 14: Democracy & Dictatorships 
 

Readings: 

 

“Chapter 7  The Cultural Determinants of Democracy and Dictatorship” (p. 223 – 
242) taken from Principles of Comparative Politics by Clark et. al. 3rd edition 
 

 

 
 

Mon. 
Nov 2nd

Preparation:  Find stable internet, computer for live lectures

Live Session: Intro Lecture @ 10am in Teams

Topics: IPE

Wed. Nov 
4th

Preparation:  Review Week's Readings

Assignments: Submit Discussion Post on Teams by midnight

Thurs. 
Nov 5th

Preparation:  Review Week's Readings

Live Session:  Q&A + Discussion on assigned readings @ 10am in Teams

Topics: IPE

Mon. 
Nov 9th

Preparation:  Find stable internet, computer for live lecture

Live Session: Lecture @ 10am in Teams

Topics: IPE

Wed. Nov 
11th

Preparation:  Review Week 11 & 12 Lecture Recordings

Assignments: Submit Week 11-12 Quiz on Teams by midnight

Mon. Nov 
16th

Preparation:  Find stable internet, computer for live lectures

Live Session: Intro Lecture @ 10am in Teams

Topics: Democracy & Dictatorships

Wed. Nov 
18th

Preparation:  Review Week's Readings

Assignments: Submit Discussion Post on Teams by midnight

Thurs. 
Nov 19th

Preparation:  Review Week's Readings

Live Session:  Q&A + Discussion on assigned readings @ 10am in Teams

Topics: Democracy & Dictatorships
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Week 15: The Future of Politics 
Readings: 

 

“Chapter 1 Introduction: The Global Green Energy Challenge” (p. 1 – 20) taken from 
Greening the Global Economy by Robert Pollin 
+ 
“Chapter 8 What is Fascism” (p.206 – 220) taken from “The Anatomy of Fascism” by 
Robert Paxton 
 

 
 

 

 

 

*No final exam for this course* 
 

 

 

Mon. Nov 
23rd

Preparation:  Find stable internet, computer for live lecture

Live Session: Lecture @ 10am in Teams

Topics: Democracy & Dictatorships

Wed. Nov 
25th

Preparation:  Review Week 13 & 14 Lecture Recordings

Assignments: Submit Week 13-14 Quiz on Teams by midnight

Mon. Nov 
30th

Preparation:  Find stable internet, computer for live lectures

Live Session: Intro Lecture @ 10am in Teams

Topics: The Future of Politics

Wed. Dec 
2nd

Preparation:  Review Week's Readings

Assignments: Submit Discussion Post on Teams by midnight

Thurs. 
Dec 3rd

Preparation:  Review Week's Readings

Live Session:  Q&A + Discussion on assigned readings @ 10am in Teams

Topics: The Future of Politics
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